
Site Dispute Resolution Protocol
by CRITFC Law Enforcement Committee

Over the past few years, there has been a steady increase in the number of site disputes that occur along the 
Columbia River. Often the first reaction fishers have is to contact CRITFC Enforcement, but this takes already limited 
resources off the river we’d rather use to focus on protecting the fishery resources. For this reason, CRITFC and the 
member tribes recently developed a protocol for fishers to deal with site disputes that arise along the river. Hopefully 
you won’t have a reason to use them, but just in case, please acquaint yourself with these steps. This list is also 
available on the CRITFC website. 

COLUMBIA RIVER INDIAN FISHER SITE DISPUTE PROTOCOL

STEP 1. Try to resolve the dispute directly with the other involved fishers. In many of the cases from 
the past few years, the disputing fishers hadn’t even spoken with one another before CRITFC 
Enforcement involvement.

STEP 2. If you cannot resolve a site dispute between yourselves, contact your tribe to get assistance. 
(Contact information is listed below.) Provide them with the fishing site, all the fishers involved, and 
any other information that may help resolve the site dispute, such as site registration documents 
and maps.

You should avoid taking matters into your own hands. Handling of another’s property may result 
in a tribal violation.

STEP 3. If your tribe does not act to resolve the dispute in a timely manner, contact CRITFE (541-386-
6363). A CRITFE Case Report will not be initiated until Steps 1 and 2 are followed. Contact CRITFE 
at any time if you believe you are concerned for your personal safety or immediate loss of property. 

STEP 4. Tribal law enforcement and CRITFE will attempt to help resolve the site dispute at the fishers’ 
level before escalating the issue for tribal action. Your cooperation will help make this outcome 
more likely. If, however, the resolution is not satisfactory to you, contact your tribe’s Fish and 
Wildlife Committee.

STEP 5. Abide by the decision of your tribe. Tribal law enforcement and CRITFE have no authority to 
hear appeals to tribal decisions, they are merely there to enforce tribal law and decisions. If you 
would like to appeal a tribal ruling, direct it to your respective tribal officials and not tribal law 
enforcement and/or CRITFE.

Tribal Contacts for Site Dispute Reporting 
These are contacts only and will facilitate the gathering and transfer of information so a decision can be made at the policy level 

Yakama Nation
Steve Parker  
(509) 945-0786

Roger Dick II  
(509) 945-0771

Conf. Umatilla Tribes
Gary James 
(541) 429-7285

Preston Bronson  
(541) 429-7277 or  
(541) 969-3128 (cell)

Nez Perce Tribe
Dan Kane 
(208) 790-1461 

Joe Oatman 
(208) 816-6641

Conf. Warm Springs 
Tribes
Mark Manion
(541) 553-2042 x 263
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