NORTHERN PIKE

Northern pike (Esox lucius) is a hon-native, invasive species
that threatens salmon and other native Columbia River basin
fish. If caught, DO NOT RELEASE! Keep it for positive =
identification and contact Blaine Parker, CRITFC Invasive
Species Lead, at (503) 731-1268.

Top and sides range from dark Sides marked with rows of yellow Dorsal and anal fins at
brilliant green through olive green to white bean-shaped spots end of the body

to almost brow

Long, flattened snout with Fins and tail are green to yellow or

up to 5 in length to white have irregular black markings

Native three-spine sticklebacks can look
like very small northern pike. Look for the
three distinctive spiny fins on their back.

Juvenile pike have yellow stripes along a

green body Even though they have “pike” in their

are not related to northern pike (and
Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission, 2023 look nothing like them, either)

name, the native northern pikeminnow



