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What is the West Coast Ocean Data Portal?

- Established as a regional ocean data portal to serve the needs of 
the west coast states, tribal, and federal government entities.

- Provides a mechanism for data coordination across multiple 
entities.

- Is focused on providing a catalog that is organized and 
searchable. 

- Founded on the principle of harvesting metadata from across 
data source providers to catalog and enhance discovery of timely 
and relevant data and information products.



Portal Technology Overview
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Presentation Notes
The portal user experience is influenced by a variety of technical components operating together in a seamless experience



Portal Technology Overview
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Portal Technology Overview
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Marine Planner and Catalog Technology 

Portal website and 
user interface 

Harvest into catalog Marine Planner 

• Wagtail Content 
Management 
System (Python)

Search the catalog

• JavaScript and HTML

• Geoportal Facet 
Customizations

• SOLR

• PostgreSQL/PostGIS

• Web accessible folders

• ESRI Geoportal Server

• Open Layers  

• Django data 
administrative 
database 
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Presentation Notes
The West Coast Ocean data portal is made up of a variety of technology. I won’t go into the details for this but Concept diagram of catalog vs. marine planner vs. harvester vs. searching 



Technical Enhancement Process 

• Leadership (Co-chairs):
Andy Lanier, Oregon Coastal Management Program
Steve Weisberg, Southern California Coastal Water Research 
Project

• West Coast Ocean Data Portal Coordinator
Laura Bliss

• Portal Coordination Team
Enhancement big picture concepts and goals. 

• Portal Development Team
Enhancement specifics (code, software, 
timelines, etc.). WCOA

Portal 
Coordination 

Team

Portal 
Development 

Team

WCOA Leadership Team

Co-Chairs of the WCODP 
+ Coordinator

WCOA
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We receive direction from a variety of sources, such as user error and feedback, or state/federal/tribal priorities. Our largest guiding project right now is the Ocean Health Dashboard project. In general, enhancement concepts are discussed with this group and the actual technical aspects are within the portal devleopemtn group.  



Enhancements are tracked, organized, and prioritized using GitHub.

Technical Enhancement Process 

https://github.com/WCODP
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Presentation Notes
We track issues systematically. Thru user errors, and other requests. As we are using the same techlogy as the MidAtlantic Ocean Data Portal, we also get their updates from user errors and requests. 



Recently Completed Technical Enhancements 

• Basemaps and their citations for publication

• Maps can be printed to pdf

• Groups – and flexible permissions for sharing data or map 
annotations

• User-added layers with password options

• Measure area tool 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Portal coordination team and portal development teams have led this effort and identified enchantments the portal needs. 



Prioritizing Upcoming Enhancements

• Ocean Health Dashboard landing page templates in 
the Wagtail content management system.

• Improving the database administration system for 
improving connections between the catalog and the 
visualization tool.
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Presentation Notes
Ongoing contract work with EcoTrust Current guiding project is dashboard – visual representation of data used to grade or assess an indicator 



How can organizations interact with portal?

• Providing data for harvesting (catalog).

• Using the Marine Planner for map making, sharing, etc.

• Providing data to show on the Marine Planner.
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Providing dataUsing marine plannerOr showing data



Harvesting 

Your choice of data must 
be available/hosted 
online.

Examples:
Web accessible folder 
(WAF)
Arc Feature Server

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can choose what data is in the folder or server and update it as needed. We will regularly harvest from that folder and based on your metadata, it will be available in the catalog. 



Next Steps

• Continued Feedback is Welcome!
• Laura.Bliss@WestCoastOceanAlliance.org

• Andy.LANIER@dlcd.oregon.gov 

• Ongoing Portal Calls
• Next call is today (Feb 13th) at 2pm

• The next call will be focused on our HABS indicator 
work, Tuesday, April 16th, 2pm 

• We can share the feedback form and tutorial in 
the chat.
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